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TLC Tic Tac Toe Games- Instructions and Suggested Uses 
 
TLC Tic Tac Toe Games for Educational Purposes 
Playing Tic Tac Toe is a fun way to provide students with automaticity practice for various skills. In 
this book, letters and words have been placed within the game sheets so that students can have fun 
playing the games while gaining valuable practice on reading and spelling skills. In this reproducible 
book are Tic Tac Toe games that include letters and words, and plain Tic Tac Toe games (having 
the lines, but no words included). 
 
Using the TLC Tic Tac Toe Games that contain letters and words 
The games with the letters and words are played the same as Tic Tac Toe games without words. 
The difference is that every time a player takes a turn, he must first complete an academic task. 
Depending on the skill being targeted, the student must announce the letter name or sound, read 
the word, or spell the word before marking his X or O in the space he chooses. The table of contents 
lists the various types of skills that are addressed. Depending on what skill needs to be worked on, 
the teacher selects and photocopies a page. 
 
The teacher may play with one student, or work with several students who are playing with and 
against each other as opposing teams. The game may also be used as a center activity for two to 
four students to play on their own in two opposing teams. 
 
If a teacher is playing against the student, it is recommended that the student be required to perform 
the academic tasks for even the teacher’s spaces. 
 
The game is played the same as a typical Tic Tac Toe game, where opposing teams select to be 
represented by X’s or O’s, and they take turns selecting a space on the grid to put their mark, first 
taking care of the academic challenge. The first player to get 3 X’s or 3 O’s in a row wins the game 
and draws a line through the 3 symbols! 
 
Using the plain Tic Tac Toe games (containing no printed letters/words) One of the things 
instructors can do is to use the blank Tic Tac Toe games as a reward, having the students take turns 
after performing short academic tasks, or playing the whole game for a reward after performing a 
longer task, such as reading a list of words or ten short pages in a book. The instructor may choose 
instead to use the blank Tic Tac Toe games as template personalizing the games by printing in the 
specific letters or words that she would like the students to practice that day. 
 
Alternate Uses of the TLC Tic Tac Toe Games 
Instructors may choose to use any of these alternate ways of playing the games: 

• Have student read all of the words on the page, and then take a break from work and simply 
play the game. 

• For students with stubborn naming problems, in order to prevent impulsive guessing and to 
promote accuracy and automaticity, students could be told that they have to get the answer 
correct on the first try to get to put their symbol (X or O) in the spaces. Tell them to take their 
time in answering, with your help cueing, if needed. 

• Cut up the Tic Tac Toe sheets to make small flash cards for your students to drill. Being a 
reproducible product, each student can have his own sets of these flash cards to take home 
and  practice.
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Special Instructions for Specific Academic Tasks in TLC Tic Tac Toe 
 
Isolated Letters for Names and Sounds - Upper and Lower Case (pages 1-12) 
Lively Letters pictures, plain letters, upper and lower case, and extra ‘b’ and ‘d’ drills printed in the 
presentation sequence recommended in the Lively Letters program 
 
Have students name the letter sound associated with the letter(s) in the box. The plain letters may 
be used for drilling letter names, as well as the letter sounds. 
 
Decoding Words, Real and Nonsense (pages 13- 106) 
Increasingly difficult one-syllable through three-syllable words, real and nonsense, following the 
recommended letter sound sequence from the Lively Letters program 
 
Have students practice sounding out the words that are in the boxes. When choosing the TLC Tic 
Tac Toe Games sheet to reproduce, keep in mind that students will be more successful reading 
these words if they have already mastered reading similar words with the Lively Letters cards and 
then plain letters in manipulative activities. Working on words in a TLC Tic Tac Toe Games activity 
is considered to be working at the “word card” level in the Lively Letters scope and sequence 
(reading a whole new word at a time). 
 
Common Word Families for Reading and Spelling (pages 107-109) Progresses from easy to more 
difficult, including phonetically irregular patterns 
 
This activity can be used to practice reading or spelling. For reading, the teacher could simply have 
the students read the word family within each box. The teacher could also, at the time that the 
student selects the box or ahead of time, put a consonant or consonant blend in the space in front 
of the word family, so that the student is required to read a real or nonsense word containing that 
common word ending. For spelling, the teacher could dictate a word containing the word ending in 
the box, and the student must fill in the missing consonant or consonant blend to correctly spell the 
word.

 
Sight Words (pages 110-136) 

Phonetically regular sight words in order of phonetic difficulty, the phonetically irregular words found 
in the Sight Words You Can See program, and additional sight words that include phonetically regular 
and irregular spellings 
 
The sight words sheets have been organized according to whether they are phonetically regular or 
irregular. As students are progressing through the Lively Letters program, choose the TLC Tic Tac 
Toe Games sight word sheets that have words containing only those phonics concepts that students 
mastered using the Lively Letters cards and plain letters in manipulative activities. They will have an 
easier time learning the phonetically regular sight words if they understand the phonics concepts 
within them. Move on to higher level (and more difficult) phonetically regular sight words as students 
learn the phonics rules and strategies necessary for successful decoding (such as words with 
consonant blends or silent ‘e’). 
 
After students have progressed through the Lively Letters or any other phonics program, begin 
teaching the phonetically irregular sight words. Students will be much more successful reading the 
phonetically irregular sight words after going through the Sight Words You Can See program, which 
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uses mnemonics to train the sight words with irregular or infrequent spelling patterns. The TLC Tic 
Tac Toe Games includes 14 sheets of the words targeted in Sight Words You Can See. They follow 
the progression of that program. These games should be played after students have successfully 
drilled the words on colored cards with picture cues, and have begun drilling the plain word cards 
without mnemonic cues. The first set of seven Sight Words You Can See sheets provides practice 
for reading the words. The second set of seven sheets are for spelling practice. Each of these sheets 
lists a set of the words, each with a letter missing. The teacher dictates the sight word, and the 
student fills in the missing letter or letters. If students are doing the activity without the teacher 
present to dictate words, they should be given a printed list of the sight words in that set to refer to 
when deciding which word it should be and which letter is missing. 
 
There are several other sheets of sight words, including phonetically regular and irregular words, 
such as color and number words 
 

Common Prefixes and Suffixes (pages 137, 138) 
Have students simply read the prefix or suffix listed in the space. This is not an exhaustive list of 
affixes, but it can provide some beginning practice in the area of structural analysis. 
 
Alphabet Sequencing skills - upper & lower case letters (pages 139-146)  
Progressively more difficult alphabet sequencing sheets where students are required to fill in the 
missing letters of the alphabet in sequence 
 
Alphabet sequencing would be considered a preschool or early kindergarten level activity, and is not 
covered within the Lively Letters program. This activity was added for those teachers who are also 
working on this skill with students and are looking for another way for their students to practice 
alphabet skills. 
 
Depending on whether the student is working on upper or lower case letters, begin with the easiest 
Tic Tac Toe Game sheets for this activity (the ones with the most letters of the alphabet provided) 
and progress to the sheets having less letters provided. Students are to print the letters that are 
missing. For lower-skilled students, have a copy of the alphabet for the student to use as a guide. If 
the student is not yet able to print the letters, cut up small pieces of paper or card stock with the 
letters printed on them, and have the student place them on the sheet. If necessary, enlarge the Tic 
Tac Toe game when photocopying it so that standard sized letter tiles can fit within the boxes. You 
can also work on naming of the letters or sounds while doing this activity. 
 
Dictation of spelling words (pages 147, 148) 
Three-letter, four-letter and five-letter length templates to guide students in spelling and printing 
dictated words 
After students have shown that they are able to spell words with Lively Letters picture cards, and 
then with plain letter tiles, the TLC Tic Tac Toe Games spelling templates can be a fun way to practice 
spelling three, four, or five-letter words. One of the game sheets is for three-letter words (consonant 
– vowel- consonant words). Simply dictate a word after a space has been chosen, and the student 
must print the word. Only use those letters and phonics concepts that have been mastered in 
manipulative tracking activities. When moving on to the template that has four and five-letter words, 
teachers can begin dictating words with King Ed (final ‘e’), words containing consonant blends, or 
words with vowel combinations and r- controlled vowels. 
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Plain Tic Tac Toe templates (pages 149, 150) 
Includes two different sized plain Tic Tac Toe game templates for teachers to use just for fun, or to 
create new activities for drilling 
 
If you need to make more Tic Tac Toe games with phonics concepts or sight words that were not 
listed in this product, you can design your own games by entering anything that needs to be 
practiced. You can enter some of the higher leveled, infrequent letter combinations, word types, 
spelling words, curriculum–based words, and vocabulary words. Instead, you could keep the 
templates empty and use them as motivators for any practice activity you choose. 
 
If you are looking for additional TLC reproducible game sheets that provide lots of practice for the 
same kinds of skills, try our TLC Dot Games.
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Brief Summaries of the Lively Letters™ Stories 
These summaries are not intended for use in introducing the Lively Letters stories to students for the 
first time. For initial introduction, the complete stories found in the Lively Letters Instruction Manual  
are recommended. These shortened versions may be helpful, though, when used as a reference, or 
as a guide for someone working with a student who has already been introduced to the Lively Letters 
cueing system. 
 
p   Quiet Lip Puffing Sound pronounced as in “pot” 
Story - The quiet mother keeps her voice off when she puts her lips together and puffs out the 
air. When you see that the line comes first, put your lips together. 
 
b   Noisy Lip Puffing Sound pronounced as in “ball” 
Story – The noisy, little baby turns her voice on when she puts her lips together and puffs out the air. 
When you see that the line comes first, put your lips together. 
 
t   Quiet Tongue Dancing Sound pronounced as in “ten” 
Story – The dancing tongue taps quietly on the top of the mouth, behind the front teeth. 
 
d   Noisy Tongue Dancing Sound pronounced as in “dog” 
Story – The dancing tongue taps noisily on the top of the mouth, behind the front teeth. He also taps 
on his tummy that looks like a big drum (the circle that comes first). 
 
f   Quiet Lip Biting Sound pronounced as in “fan” 
Story - The quiet, fire-breathing dragon bites its bottom lip and blows on it to put out the fire. It  
sticks out its head because it thinks it looks cool. 
 
v   Noisy Lip Biting Sound pronounced as in “van” 
Story – The noisy vampire bites his bottom lip and blows. He turns on his voice so he’ll scare 
everyone. Alternate Story: This is a noisy van driver, biting his bottom lip and blowing air out while 
driving through town. 
 
k   Quiet Choking Sound pronounced as in “kite” 
Story – This little boy’s mother is trying to tie his bow tie too tightly, and he starts to make the quiet 
choking sound “k-k-k.” 
 
g   Noisy Choking Sound pronounced as in “girl” 
Story – The little girl is gulping a drink, and she starts to make a noisy choking sound (or gulping 
sound) “g-g-g.” (The soft sound of G is taught later.) 
 
qu  Quacking Sound pronounced as in “queen” 
Story – This is a duck that starts to say “quack” (“qu---“). The little duck (the U) is following along, 
quietly standing on its mother’s tail. 
 
th   Quiet Tongue Biting Sound pronounced as in “think” 
Story – The T is being silly while quietly dancing, sticks its tongue, bites it and blows out air. The air 
blows onto poor H. 
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th  Noisy Tongue Biting Sound pronounced as in “this” 
Story – The T and the H are now both sticking out and biting their tongues, and blowing out noisy air. 
 
a   The Apple (First of the 5 Superstar Vowels) pronounced as in “apple” 
Story – You open your mouth wide to take a big bite of the apple. Start to say, “Apple.” Say “a.” 
 
o  The Baby (Northeastern dialect “aw”) pronounced as in “octopus” 
Story – When we see a cute baby we say, “Aww, isn’t she cute?” 
 
o  The Baby (Standard dialect “ah”) pronounced as in “octopus” 
Story – When the mother wants to feed her baby she holds out the spoon and says, “Open wide and 
say ‘ah.’” 
 
m   Nose Sound with Lips Closed pronounced as in “mop” 
Story – This sound is coming out of the nose, and the mouth is closed. The nose smells M&M 
cookies baking and says, “Mmmm.” 
 
n   Nose Sound with Lips Open pronounced as in “nut” 
Story – This sound is coming out of the nose, too, but the mouth is open and the tongue stays up in 
front. When his mom asked him if he did something wrong, the nose said, “N- n-n-o.” 
 
ng   Nose-Choking Sound pronounced as in “sing” 
Story – The N, who is very nosy, gets in front of the little girl (G) and tries some of her drink. The little 
girl touches the N’s nose to see where the funny sound is coming from as she gulps the drink. 
 
l   Tongue Up in Front Sound pronounced as in “log” 
Story – This is a famous singer who is practicing before her big performance. She lifts the front of her 
tongue up and starts to sing, “L-l-l-l.” 
 
r   Tongue Up in Back Sound pronounced as in “rat” 
Story – The dog is raising his tongue up in the back and makes this sound. 
 
u   The Toddler pronounced as in “up” 
Story – The little toddler puts up her hands and says, “U-u-u-u!“ to get up and out of the crib. 
 
s   Quiet, Small Air Sound pronounced as in “sun” 
Story – When the mouth smiles, a small snake of air comes out, hissing quietly 
 
z   Noisy, Small Air Sound pronounced as in “zoo” 
Story – When the mouth smiles, the small string of air comes out noisily, and sounds like a zipper. 
 
sh  Quiet, Big Air Sound pronounced as in “ship” 
Story – The S is quietly shaking poor H, telling him to be quiet. Big, quiet air comes out as she says, 
“Shhh – don’t cry.” 
 
zh   Noisy, Big Air Sound pronounced as in “usual” and “measure” (not spelled with “zh”) 
Story – This is a big television star, and she says, “My name is Zhee Zhee, darling.” She’s a very 
unusual sound. H is trying to measure her costume. 
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ch  Quiet, Fast Air Sound pronounced as in “church” 
Story – The car (C) is quickly and quietly pushing the H along the train tracks. They’re making a 
sound like a choo-choo train – “ch-ch-ch-ch.” 
 
j   Noisy, Fast Air Sound pronounced as in “jet” 
Story – The J looks like Jack of “Jack Be Nimble.” He quickly takes a big, fast jump over the 
candlestick. When he jumps, his feet are in front of him so he can push off of the wall. 
 
w   Whooshing Air Sound pronounced as in “web” 
Story – The wheelchair loves to go fast in the wind “w!“ 
 
h   Tired Air Sound pronounced as in “hat” 
Story – Poor H! Everyone bothers him. Now people think he’s a chair, and when they’re tired, they sit 
on him and exhale – “hhh.” 
 
wh   Whooshing Air Sound pronounced as in “what” 
Story – The wheelchair goes so fast that it whooshes right into poor H. H asks the wheelchair, “What 
are you doing? Where are you going? Why are you doing this to me?” 
 
I   The Basketball Player pronounced as in “in” 
Story – The basketball player has a big smile while he tries to get that ball “i-i-in” the basket. 
 
X   Crashing Sound pronounced as in “fox” 
Story – The X reaches up and grabs the K and the S. He crashes them together in the middle. It 
almost sounds like the word “kiss - ks.” 
 
Y   The Skier pronounced as in “yes” 
Story – The skier is getting ready to go down the mountain. He’s so high up that he gets scared and 
starts to say, “yikes!” but he says, “Y---,“ then goes down the mountain 
 
e   Ed pronounced as in “end” 
Story – Ed is a character in a video game. He eats little eggs as he goes along, saying, “E-e-e.” His 
mother calls him for dinner, prolonging the “e” sound in his name, “Ed!” 
 
e   King Ed  (Final E Rule) silent, as in “make,” King Ed can make vowels say their names 
Story – King Ed demands to know the name of the vowel who stands before him! The vowel says its 
name, and King Ed remains silent. 
 
oo  The Scary Ghost pronounced as in “boot” 
Story – The two O’s get together, looking like the eyes of a scary ghost who says, “Ooooo!” 
 
oo   Ghost with the Book pronounced as in “book” 
Story – This time the two babies, the O’s, look like a ghost who is trying to “l-oo-k “ at a “b-oo-k” 
while he walks in the school halls. He bumps into someone who pushes the book into his stomach, 
and he makes that short “oo” sound. 
 
ou  The Baby and the Toddler pronounced as in “loud” 
Story – The toddler (who is a trouble maker when a vowel’s in front of her) pulls the baby’s hair when 
the baby’s in front of her. The baby yells, “Ou!” 
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ow  Baby and the Wheelchair pronounced as in “clown” 
Story – The wheelchair (who is double trouble when a vowel gets before him) pulls the baby’s hair 
when she is in front of him. The baby says, “Ow!” 
 
au  The Apple and the Toddler pronounced as in “autumn” 
Story – The toddler (the troublemaker here) bites the apple that’s in front of her. It’s rotten and it 
tastes “aw-aw-aw-awful!” 
 
aw  Apple with the Wheelchair pronounced as in “lawn” 
Story – The wheelchair (who is double trouble here) bites the apple that’s in front of him. It’s rotten 
and it tastes “aw-aw-awful!” 
 
oi  The Baby & the Basketball Player pronounced as in “join” 
Story – The baby (the O) asks to be on the basketball team, and when the basketball player (the I) 
asks, “Are you a boy?” The baby says, with an attitude, “Oy! I’m no boy!” 
 
oy  The Baby with the Skier pronounced as in “boy” 
Story – The baby (the O) stands in front of the skier and asks to be on his ski team. When the skier 
(the Y) asks, “Are you a boy?” she says, with an attitude, “Oy! I’m no boy!” 
 
er   Ed & the Growling Dog pronounced as in “her” 
Story – When Ed gets in front of the dog, the dog gets annoyed and growls, “Er!” Ed is so scared he 
doesn’t make his regular sound. 
 
ir   Basketball Player & Growling Dog pronounced as in “shirt” 
Story – When the basketball player gets in front of the dog, the dog gets annoyed and growls, 
“Ir!” The basketball player is so scared that he doesn’t make his sound. 
 
ur   The Toddler &  the Growling Dog pronounced as in “hurt” 
Story – When the toddler gets in front of the dog, the dog gets annoyed and growls, “Ur!” Toddler is 
so scared he doesn’t make a sound. 
 
ar   Apple with the Growling Dog pronounced as in “star” 
Story – When the apple is in front of the dog, the dog opens its mouth widely and eats the apple in 
one big bite, “Ar!” He also sees his reflection in the apple and yells out his name. 
 
or   Baby with the Growling Dog pronounced as in “corn” 
Story – When the baby gets in front of the dog, the dog says, ”This baby’s so cute. I probably won’t 
growl at her, OR....(inflection on ‘OR’) maybe I will!” 
 
c   Car Sound hard ‘c’ pronounced as in “cat” and soft ‘c’ pronounced as in “cent” Story – 
Usually the car says, "K-k-k,” but when it comes before the sharp rock that has the letters Y, I, or E 
on it, it gets a flat tire, and small, quiet air comes out – “S-s-s-s.” 
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A Sample Page of Another Fun Product from Reading with TLC 

TLC Dot Games 
 

 
 

bun pod cap tug dog 

cat jog gum 
 

hot 

 

jot not mop sob 

wax  
 

sub yam 

 

fox shot zap wag 

that cut dot chug 
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