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When I received the initial diagnosis as a college student in 1975, I neatly tucked this   life altering   information away and  repressed  it for many years. I was actually living with an incurable, degenerative disease that often results in blindness. It wasn’t  until twelve years later that I realized   Retinitis Pigmentosa  was  slowly robbing me of my peripheral and night vision. After my   sister, Penny Castagnozzi,  was diagnosed, I casually said, “Oh, I have that too.”  We endured hours of  testing, and, together, were told that  many  “feel the crunch” in their forties and that some actually lose their vision later in life. All hope was shattered when we were told that   there was  no known cure. At the age of 34, I was  advised  to consider the options of changing my profession,  moving to the city for public transportation,  and assisted living.
Well, I turn fifty this year, and I’m here to tell you that I can see, in all senses of the word.  Although I no longer drive, I live with the hope that a cure is in sight. My sister eventually joined me in developing  a reading program and together we have found creative ways to run our business, including  hiring drivers, working  out of our homes, and utilizing technology. While our   “physical” ability to see has  slowly deteriorated,  our true vision of  opening the eyes of children to literacy came to fruition. She also went on to write children’s literature, while I produced an original piano CD. I believe the disability, although challenging, has been a true gift that has propelled me to achieve dreams otherwise unattainable. The threat of impending blindness created in me the desire to make the most of my “seeing” years.  Little did I know that I will  always be able to see what I really need to see.
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